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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE JO NT MEMCORI AL 4004

Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Comm ttee on Fi nance (originally sponsored by
Representati ves N xon, Canpbell, Bush, Kessler, Talcott and Sinpson)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 04/ 03.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |l egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, The Bill of Rights provides in the Tenth Anendnent to the
United States Constitution that, "The powers not delegated to the
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states,
are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people”; and

WHEREAS, The power of the state to tax and to determne its fiscal
policies is inherent in a sovereign state and is one of the nost basic
powers of governnent; and

VWHEREAS, The people of the State of Washington by and through their
representatives in the state |legislature have determ ned that a retai
sales tax bears a fair and rational fiscal relationship to the
protections and services provided by the state to the citizens,
residents, and guests of the State of Washi ngton, and have enact ed such
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a retail sales tax and have authorized |ocal governnents to do the
sanme; and

WHEREAS, Congress enacted the Tax Reform Act of 1986 which
specifically repealed for 1987 and |ater years the item zed deduction
for state and | ocal retail sales taxes for federal incone tax purposes;
and

VWHEREAS, Congress has denied equal protection to the people of the
State of Washington by wunfairly disallowng the retail sales tax
deduction while at the sane tine arbitrarily favoring other states by
allow ng a deduction for state and |ocal incone taxes; and

WHEREAS, By such action Congress has interfered wth the right
reserved to the State of Washington to carry out its traditional and
hi storical power of taxation in order to support its unique and
legitimate governnental functions on behalf of the people;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress
wi Il amend the United States Code to expressly provide for the item zed
deduction of state and local retail sales taxes for federal incone tax
pur poses.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

--- END ---
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